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LECTURE I. 

THE ELIAS THAT SHOULD COME. 

Malachi iv. 6, 6. 

"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord : And 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and 
the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
smite the earth with a curse." 

For Advent season I wish, to take you to the story of 
the life of him who was the Herald of the Lord, the 
Lamp preceding the Light, the Moming-star ushering 
in the Sun of Day. I seek to fix your thoughts on a 
subject appropriate to the season, to direct your reading 
to an especial page of Holy Writ, and as I unfold to you 
the ministry and message of John Baptist, I ask you 
to go along with me as thoughtful Christians, desirous 
of more knowledge of God's ways, of more instruction 
unto righteousness, and of more help and comfort to 
live, as Christians should live, in a living faith and 
practice of holiness daily. I must take it for granted 
that these desires are at the bottom of your hearts : 
bring them into play. 

The words of our text form the close of the 
Old Testament scriptures. Throughout those scrip- 
tures, extending through 3,600 years, never once is 
the hope of the world's spiritual redemption lost 
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sight of. By types, and tlieii by prophecy, God's 
faithfuLiess is continually declared. Step by step 
come forth the glimmerings of prophetic trutL At 
one time it is "Shiloh" who shall come; then it is a 
"Branch" that shall spring forth; and again it is a 
little child, changed into a "Man of sorrows." Again 
and again the whisperings of mysterious love declare 
God's faithfulness, till at length the last prophet is 
very bold and declares the herald of Messias ready to 
usher Him in. The herald is no other than Elijah. 
How much is there here for thought ! Whom did the 
prophet mean? And what is the explanation of his 
mission 1 These are the questions to which I ask your 
attention while we try to answer them under two 
heads : — I. in reference to any abeady fulfilment of 
the prophecy, and II. in reference to the prophecy 
being unfulfilled, or being in course of fulfilment now, 
in these our days. 

I. First, then, has there been any fulfilment of the 
text? Our common name of Christians bears witness 
to our belief that Eling Messiah has come, and therefore 
he who should usher Him in — His herald— mi^^ have 
preceded Him ; when the Sun of Kighteousness is shin- 
ing, we want no proof that the Moming-star must have 
risen and passed away. Such is our belief; and God 
forbid that any one should rob us of it. But still it 
may be asked — ^What are the proofs of such a creed? 
Now twenty-two centuries have passed since our text 
fell from the prophet's lips, and it may fairly be ad- 
mitted that, if fulfilled at all, such a period is ample 
for its fulfilment But for 400 years after its utterance 
no sign of any one answering to its description ap- 
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pearedj "hope deferred was beginniiig to make the 
heart sick," when at last a voice was heard crying from 
the wilderness of Judea and saying — "Prepare ye the 
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." This 
voice was John the Baptist, and the same, we believe, 
was Elijah spoken of in the text; this man, we 
believe, fulfilled the marks by which the Elijah was to 
be known. Now for the proofs. The first is a nega- 
tive one: no one, except John the Baptist, appear- 
ed during those twenty-two hundred long years, 
bearing the slightest resemblance to Elijah or laying 
claim to the possession of his mantle. If he were not 
the Elijah then, we must conclude that Jesus, to 
whom he bore witness as the Lord, was not the Christ. 
This raises the strongest probability that John the 
Baptist fulfilled the text. But we want more than 
probability; we must have proof. And the proofs re- 
late to three points (i.) John's person or office (ii) 
his time of appearance (iii) his work. 

In appealing to the New Testament as a record 
of his times, we find that the question of the 
coming of Elijah and the mission of John were 
formally brought before Jesus twice: once when 
John sent disciples to Jesus to ask Him of Him- 
self, and again after the Elijah of Ahab's time had 
been seen in visible presence on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. On the first occasion Jesus utters these 
decisive words — "This is Elias which was for to 
come;" on the second, notwithstanding that Elias in 
bodily form has been seen just before on the mount, 
Jesus points to John Baptist when He replies to a 
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difficulty regarding His own office, "I say unto you 
tliat Elias is already come, and they have done unto 
him whatsoever they listed." * But an apparent dis- 
crepancy is observable between Jesus' testimony to John 
and John's testimony to himseK. The question was once 
proposed to John "Art thou Elias 1" and he said, "I 
am not." The discrepancy is easily cleared up. John 
answered a question which simply pointed to him as a 
man — "Art thou Elias?" and he truly answered "I am 
not." Jesus viewed him as the prophet, and as such was 
he "the Elias that should come." The message of the 
angel before his birth, that he should go before the 
Lord "in the spirit and power of Elias" solves the 
difficulty, and shows that though Elias of the Trans- 
figuration was not John Baptist, yet John Baptist 
could bo, and was the Elias which should come. The 
fact is (as Scripture everywhere witnesses) a name 
expresses the attributes -of a person, without fixing on 
the individual. It was a man standing in the position 
of Elias before God, and exercising a commission and 
authority like him, that should arise before the coming 
of Christ, to prepare the people for TTim and to pre- 
pare His way in their hearts. 

So much for (i.) the proof of the Baptist's person 
or office; now *(ii.) as to the fulfilment of the text 
regarding ths time of his appearanca The Elijah 
was to come before the great and dreadful day of 
the Lord : how does John Baptist in his coming fulfil 
this? He came when the Jewish nation and govern- 
ment were still firm; within forty years of his 

«Matt.xrii. 12. 



THE ELIA8 THAT SHOULD OOME. 11 

coming, however, Jerusalem was destroyed and the 
Jews scattered, and all by one of the most frightful 
sieges in history. "Was it not s. dreadful day when the 
fairest city the sun ever shone on met its downfal ! when 
beleaguering armies surrounded it — when the crackling 
of flames was heard in unison with the dying groans of 
thousands at their last gasp — ^when the whole city 
seemed one continued blaze — ^when the cries of Roman 
soldiers, savages in butchery, mingled with the most 
piercing howls and lamentations of their victims — 
when the mountains were lit up with flames, and when 
the vallies re-echoed the din — when the blood stood 
in pools and flowed in rivers, as the number of the 
slain exceeded that oi their executioners 1 * Was not that 
a dreadful day which saw the gentle and loving character 
of woman so brutalized that she tore her infant from her 
breast to eat it? May not the address of the daughter of 
Eleazar to her infant — "Be thou nay food, and so com- 
plete the history of the Jews with the only abonunation 
yet wanting to perfect their misery !" — may not this jus- 
tify us in saying that Ood had smitten the earth with a 
a curse, and that Malachi's prediction of "the dreadful 
day of the Lord " then received a fulfilment ? If this 
were then the dreadful day of the Lord, the Elijah must 
have appeared before it, and no one can be pointed 
out as he but John Baptist. 

But now arises a question (iii.) regarding John's work, 

MalacM says, "he is to turn the hearts of fathers and 

children to each other, lest God should smite the earth 

with a curse," and Jesus declares of him, "He restoreth 

^This account is from Maynard's Josephus, p.p. 448, 9, 51. 



12 THE ELIAS THAT SHOULD GOME. 

all things."* What have we to say to these predictions ? 
The curse that fell on Jerusalem tells us how the 
principal portion of Malachi*s words was z^wfulfilled — 
the hearts were not turned; the alternative came, " the 
dreadful day of the Lord." But Jesus* words are 
positive, there is no alternative : "Elias cometh and 
restoreth all things." I must here remind you that in 
Malachi the prophetic promise of Elijah's coming im- 
mediately follows the injunction to "remember the 
law of Moses,;" and to this the restoration spoken of 
hy Jesus seems to refer. John came to prepare a 
people for the reception of Messiah, and to warn them 
of ruin as the alternative. His ministry was the last 
attempt of the owner of the vineyard to induce a 
barren tree to become fruitful The law of Moses 
had become defaced and almost forgotten ; the weeds 
of tradition had overlaid the garden of God, and 
before the end came, either in acceptance of Christ or 
destruction, it was necessary to call up the Law and 
Prophets in purity, that they might tell their lessons 
clearly for the last time. This John did. In his 
preaching of repentance and confession of sins he 
brought up from the rubbish of washings and cleans- 
ings and human tradition the spirit and truth of the 
whole of that Law, by which, says St. Paul, is the. 
knowledge of sin. He pointed to Jesus as He in 
whom all the Law and Prophets were finished, and it is a 
very probable conclusion from his testimony to Christ — 
"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sins of the world " — that the spiritual import of the 

«Markiz. 12. 
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Law, and the expectation of a spiritual king and 
kingdom formed a prominent, but, no doubt, distaste- 
ful part of liis ministrations. Such is undoubtedly 
the meaning of John restoring aU things. In his 
own person he restored and made honorable the Law, 
defaced and overgrown with errors too long; he 
preached it as it came forth frdm Sinai, with the light 
which the Dayspring from on high cast upon it, and 
thus, for life or death, he left the people without 
excuse. 

IL But secondly, we are to enquire how far our text 
contains an unfulfilled prophecy, or at least one which 
is being fulfilled in our times. John Baptist did not 
exhaust the prophecy. iKTeither John, nor any prophet, 
or king, neither any event in the world, great or small, 
can exhaust the Word of God. That word, it is 
written, endures for ever, and no worldly wisdom is 
wanted to explain that. John was the Voice * of that 
Word, but surely that Word is spoken to men now ; 
he preached repentance and renewal of life, but are not 
these things pressed on the world now 1 He shone forth 
as a burning and shining Lampt to attract men to 
Christ, but the power of Christ*s light is surely shed 
forth now ; and if on John's rejection Jerusalem saw a 
dreadful day of ruin, that was but a type, and a faint 
one, of the judgment which awaits a godless world that 
will not repent and seek after God. As no Voice can 
exhaust a Word, and as no Lamp,t. however brilliant, 

* John i. 23. 
t The comparison of John Baptist to a lamp is lost to the 
English reader through the mistranslation of John v. 35, and 
which should be, ''He was a burning and a shining lamy** 
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can dim one ray of the Sun ; so no apostle, prophet, 
preacher, ever exhausted one passage of Scripture, or 
had power to do so. The stream of God's word is a 
perennial foimtain, bearing a blessing for ev6ry genera- 
tion. Man, however favored, fulfils nothing, exhaitsts 
nothing ; he is the recipient of bounty, but that bounty 
is everlasting. Elias restoreth all things, and to the 
disobedient God's curse will descend. John Baptist 
gave a notable testimony for God in his time; he 
labored bravely at the work of restoration ; but as 
generation succeeds generation, as the waves of human 
life succeed each other, an Elias must ever preach 
repentance and change to God; and the day of uni- 
versal judgment alone shall swallow up the full 
significance of that " dreadful day of the Lord." And 
where then, we may ask, is the Elias of our time 1 We 
answer, in the whole body of the Christian ministry, 
whose mission to the world is repentance for remission of 
sins, and an exhortation to flee from the wrath to come. 
The prophet spoke of no one individual ; the Elijah of 
Malachi and the Elias of Christ refer not to an 
individual but to a body of men. This is the only 
view which c£in clear away the apparent discrepancies 
in the different texts relating to the matter. Only 
figuratively can John be Elijah, and if so, how can we 
refuse to admit that Elijah may be the name for an 
office of a body of men? Malachi speaks of Elijah in 
the same way as St. Paul speaks of "the Israel of 
God." * The Israel he names is not Jacob, nor yet the 

descendants of Jacob, but the whole body of men who 

♦ aal. vi. 16. 
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strive to serve God as Jacob did. And the Elijah of 
Malaclii may mean all preachers of repentance and 
right from John Baptist as the first to the finish at 
last, it may be, by the very Elijah himself, who, we 
remember, was taken up to heaven without tasting 
death. The framers of our Liturgy held some such 
opinion, if the collect for the Third Sunday in Advent 
may be called as a witness. 

If then, brethren, we come to you to-day with the 
word of repentance on our lips, and pointing to the Lamb 
of God as your Saviour, we are fulfilling to this genera- 
tion the office of a John the Baptist and of an Elijah. 
But our ministry is a more glorious ministry than 
John's, and we should expect greater results. John 
beheld the commencement, we preach the completion of 
Jesus' mighty work ; John was the Elias of His 
humility, we tell you of His arrival in glory ; then the 
the kingdom of Heaven was at hand, now it is about 
you and within you ; ye are God's chosen habitation, 
and He is coming — He is coming to cleanse His temple 
and to make it glorious, but every defiled stone He will 
utterly destroy. 

Brethren, do we wonder sometimes that John's 
ministry had not more fruits % Look within yourselves 
and ask how the same word uttered by his voice, now 
given to you with the power of the Spirit to help you, 
is affecting you. Kemember, ye live not now in the 
glimmer of a Lamp, but in the blaze of the Everlasting 
Sun of Kighteousness ; and if they were condemned — 
if their sins were punished in a destroyed Jerusalem 
who repented not at the preaching of John, of how much 
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sorer punislmient shall ye be worthy, if ye tread 
underfoot the Son of God and refuse to hear the Elias 
sent to prepare His way. "All things must be 
restored:" each of your souls and bodies must be 
renewed and restored to the likeness of God and made 
fit for His presence, or, when the trumpet shall sound 
the beginning of an eternal new year, and a new 
Jerusalem is set up, the king of Glory shall put you 
to utter confusion by the brightness of His coming. 
The condition of ourselves and of the world bears 
witness to the truth of the exposition that the Christian 
ministry is Elias. If Elias were past, his work would 
be done, and the message which he delivered would 
have passed away. But, each of you, probe your 
hearts, and say how far are all things restored ? Let us 
put off self-complacency ; let us drop all worn-out and 
meaningless expressions about Eeligion; let us cast off 
all the hopes not built on repentance towards God and 
faith, testified by a life, in Jesus ; and let us a^k our- 
selves honestly how far we are prepared for the great 
winnowing of the human harvest, for the consummation 
of all things. Brethren, is the ministry of God's word 
the Ellas to you ? Through this ministration through all 
generations, doubtless the kingdom of Heaven shall be 
filled with just men made perfect, but each one has the 
fearful power to reject it. As in the Baptist's time, 
only " if they would receive him wcls he Elias to them ;" 
so now the ministry of the Gospel is only to men as 
they will receive it ; they must hear the word, must 
honor, receive, and obey it, or the ministry of it is no 
EUas to them. To the hearts where John foimd no 
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entrance, he was no Elias, for he made them ready 
for no Christ. And so now, if men would know 
Jesus, they must use and honor the instrument which 
Jesus has set forth for the gathering of the world to 
Him, in a reception and reverence of the message which 
it delivers, not as the message of man but of Him who 
would have all to be saved, "not willing that any should 
perish" — of Him who would have their bodies and souls 
as His holy, chosen habitation for ever. If you duly 
use the ministrations which Christ has set forth, they 
are an Elias to you. If you will not, one day your 
folly shall be proclaimed before the angels of God. 
Take good heed : another season of Advent greets us ; 
the time is very short before in Christ*s second coming 
this world and the fashion of it shall vanish away, 
"While it is called " to-day " then, listen to and ponder 
well Elias* message, — that sieve by which each of you 
will be tried at last, and by which, would God you 
tried your life and walk daily, — ^that message which, 
while it assures the penitent and believing sinner an 
inheritance eternal, incorruptible in the heavens, 
thunders too the doom of the impenitent, the careless, 
the merely Sunday christian, with no less plainness of 
speech, and with no less certainty of complete fulfil- 
ment. "Heaven and earth shall pass awat, but 
God's words shall never pass away." 



LECTURE II. 

THE GREATNESS OF JOHN BAPTIST. 

Matthew xi. 11. 

** Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women 
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist; 
notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he." 

"For He cometh, for He cometh."* Such was tlie 
expectation graven on the hearts of all men before 
Messiah*s appearance. Among Jews and Gentiles alike 
was the hope and strong desire for His coming aroused. 
And it was a true hope ; it came from, and it longed 
for, God. In due time it received its satisfaction. 
The light which lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world arrived ; that light, which had burned in the 
lamp of Prophecy for 4000 years, and which had also 
dwelt in the conscience of Heathendom, displaying 
some of its rays even through their darkest rites, at last 
broke forth, bursting the Jewish vail in which it could 
be confined no longer, laying open the inmost recesses 
of oracles and shrines, and scattering to the winds the 
Baals, the Ashtaroths, and the Jupiters, telling that 
God HimseK had visited and redeemed His people. 
For the consideration of these glorious tidings, the 

♦Ps. xc?i. 13. 
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Church in her excellent wisdom has set apart the 
season of Advent, that we may mark and meditate on 
the wonderful dealings of God with men in the 
coming of the Saviour, and estimate more rightly, and 
use more duly, the many and priceless talents which 
that coming has bestowed on us, remembering that He 
who once came to save is coming again to "reward 
every man according to his works." To assist in tide 
great object, I propose to continue our enquiry into the 
life and works of him of whom Malachi spoke under 
the title of Elias, but who in the New Testament 
bears the name of John Baptist — the great Herald 
and Forerunner of the Christ. In this and two fol- 
lowing lectures I purpose to speak of his Greatness, 
of his Character, and of his Preaching; all and each 
the instruments in God's hand to "turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the 
children to the fathers;" and so, if by our Father's 
blessing we shall have reaped some of the many bene- 
fits which the history of the Herald aftords, we may 
be prepared on Christmas Day to receive the intelli- 
gence of the birth of Him whom that Herald pro- 
claimed to the world with the words, "Behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sins of the world." 

To-day then be the Greatness of John our theme; 
and, omitting for the present his manner of life, let us 
direct our attention to his high privileges, and enquire 
how his greatness is proved thereby. I shall divide 
his privileges into three classes : — First, His being the 
subject of Prophecy; second, his extraordinary birth; 
third, his being the appointed instrument to intro- 
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duce the Saviour to the world which He came to save ; 
and the observations on these, though necessarily 
brief, will, I hope, be sufficient to gain our hearty 
consent to our Lords* words regarding hiTn, First 
then, John was great inasmuch as he was the subject of 
Prophecy. But have not other men been the subjects 
of Prophecy? — ^Was not King Cyrus, for instance, 
foretold by name before he was bom; and was 
not his work the high one of releasing Grod's chosen 
people £rom captivity? True; and the privilege of 
Cyrus was in this very great; but still he was inferior 
to John. Cyrus* work belonged to earth, to the 
bodies of men, and the captivity thereof; he broke the 
shackles, and let the prisoners go free; but John's 
work belonged to Heaven; he was to preach deliver- 
ance to captive souls; he broke their shackles, and 
directed his captives to Hi m who could take those 
shackles and the causes of them for ever away. Cyrus 
was the subject of prophecy, but as a minister to the 
people of God; John was the subject of prophecy, but 
as a minister to the 8(m of God. John. then was 
greater than kings: but he was also greater than 
prophets. We read with reverence the wwrds of those 
holy men of old who spake by the Holy Ghost, but 
John was greater than alL They saw visions, but 
which of them was the subject of visions % They 
spake as the Spirit gave them utterance, but the Spirit 
*iever spake of them; they were the instruments where- 
by the voice of the Spirit might be known, but John 
^"^as the. Voice to proclaim that Word which makes us 
*^^; they uttered things to come, in dark sentences. 
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he declared things present with plainness of speech ; 
they were under the Law, he embodied it and them in 
himself; they were as twinkling stars through a long 
and dreary night, he was the morning-star which they 
saw at a distance 400 years before his coming; as 
such, he formed the subject of their rejoicing, as telling 
assuredly and without wavering that the morning was 
about to break — that the " night was far spent, that 
the Day was at hand," and that the Sun of Eighteous- 
ness was even above the horizon. Very great then 
was John, even above Kings and Prophets, before he 
appeared in the world. 

But second, John was greatest of those bom of 
women. Many a time had the true Israelite gone up to 
the Temple of the Lord during the 400 years wheii 
God was silent, expecting to receive a message from 
Him respecting Him who should come. Many a 
daughter of Israel had desired that she might be 
the chosen mother of the Son of God ; but old age 
had come upon her, and with it the destruction of all 
her expectations. "Hope deferred made the heart 
sick '* ; the hoarse murmur of sin waxed stronger and 
stronger, and the chains and degradation of slavery, 
both of body and soul, became daily more insufferable • 
but nature was silent and the voice of God was mute. 
But there came a day in which the worshippers as- 
sembled as usual before the gate of God's house, when 
the fears of men were checked and the hopes of the 
daughters of Israel revived. The worshippers as- 
sembled, and the aged and pious Zacharias went in to 
offer in the incense the praises of the people for God's 
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glorious promises, and to enquire when they should be 
fulfilled. But the old man delayed his coming forth, 
and the fears of that little band (fewer probably every 
day, as the "whole head became sick and the whole 
heart faint" for "waiting so long upon Grod" without 
reply) — the fears of that Httle band were aroused for 
the old man and for themselves. Can evil have be- 
fallen him? — can God have inflicted punishment for 
our sins on him] — such would be the questions eagerly 
and fearfully discussed among them; while in the 
breasts of a few, perhaps, a spark of hope might be 
felt that Grod had at last spoken' to their representative, 
and that the word of inamediate deliverance had been 
uttered. Zacharias comes forth at last, but it is only 
to render more intense, not to satisfy , either their fears 
or hopes. God has appeared, but in present vengeance • 
yet with this knowledge the worshippers must be con- 
tent to depart, for the dumb Priest cannot tell whether 
this punishment be a firstfniits of that to come upon 
themselves, or whether it be an admonition that the 
voice of man must be silent since God has declared 
His Word. 

But what the Israelites were ignorant of, we know. 
They wondered in hope and fear, we wonder at the 
wonderful love of God. The Lord's power was about 
to be shown on the earth: "Sing barren, thou that 
didst not bear ; break forth into singing and cry aloud, 
thou that didst not travail with child," for the Lord 
maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be 
the joyful mother of a wonderful offspring. For this 
has He sent His angel, not to the yoimg but to the 
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aged, to tell the aged husband of an aged wife that 
the course of nature is in His keeping, that the dry 
bones shall live again, and that although well nigh 
tottering on the brink of the grave, the Prophet 
of the Highest must yet be bom to them. This 
prophet was not to come " of blood, or of the will of the 
flesh*"; therefore did the angel (the same angel, re- 
member, which proclaimed the Highest's birth) not go to 
the yoimgbut to those " well stricken in years; He was 
not to come "of the will of man," and so not to kings, 
princes, or potentates was the angelic mission; but it 
was of God's supreme will that he should come, and 
righteousness is the only passport to His favor. 
God's sign to His people was to be in another Sarah, 
old and well stricken in years, but like Abraham's wife 
she must walk before Him, and it is written that 
Zacharias and Elizabeth "were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord blameless." The helplessness of nature 
served but to display the power of grace in such a 
case, for all things serve God, sin only excepted. 
But Zacharias believed not, and seemed to desire a 
sign ; and what sign could be more appropriate to him 
who beheved not that God could yet produce from his 
loins the Voice of His Word, than that he himself 
should be dumb till it came to pass? Zacharias dis- 
believed that the powers of nature could be recalled ; 
God proved His command of them by an inmiediate 
suspension of them in the unbeliever. What must have 
been the nature of Zacharias' feelings — ^feelings which 

* i.e. lineal descent. 
D 
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could find no utterance by the natural channel — as the 
time drew nigh when the promise was to be ful- 
filled ! — ^how his soul would be torn by conflicting joy 
in God, and sorrow for his own unworthiness, as he list- 
ened to the greeting of the Mother of our Lord ! — 
and we may be assured that that beautiful hymn of 
praise of his at the presentation* of the infant in that 
temple (in which probably he had never officiated 
since the day when the infEOit was promised) — ^we may 
be sure that that hymn, though only then permitted 
to escape his lips, had long dwelt in the recesses of 
his heart That presentation was a thanksgiving 
indeed. 

Brethren, take each of these particulars, and say, 
Was not John Baptist great? sum them up, and say 
whether he who was bom "not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of Grod ;"* 
whose birth brought an Archangel from Heaven, and 
a sign upon man, and bade the barren bring forth, and 
whose coming gladdened the heart of the Mother of 
our Lord, — say whether of him it may not well be said, 
" of them that are bom of women there hath not risen 
a greater than John the Baptist ? 

But, third, John was the greatest of those bom 

of women, inasmuch as he was bom to introduce the 

Saviour and the world to each other. The Law and the 

Prophets were until John, but John formed the 

climax of both and embodied them both in himseK. 

The Law with its ceremonies, its sacrifices, and its 

priesthood, could only point to Him who is at once 

« John i. 13. 
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our sacrifice and our Great High Priest, darkly, 
through the space of hundreds of years; John put 
forth his finger and bade the people behold the reality 
the substance: — "Behold the Lamb of Gk>d!" The 
prophets saw Him in vision afar off, but John stood 
in His presence, nay, in a certain sense even as His 
superior, inasmuch as he was His preceptor, His mini- 
ster to enable Him to "fulfil all righteousness." To 
him was committed the high office of leading into the 
waters of Baptism the Son of God, not that He needed 
repentance, but that He might sanctify both water and 
repentance as channels for the grace which He had come 
to bestow on the world. John saw the Heavens 
opened and the Holy Ghost testifying that God was 
pleased with his ministrations, while the Father^s voice 
proclaimed that the ministrations were performed on 
His Beloved Son, But one thing more on this point : 
merely glancing at the facts that John was the first 
spiritual exponent of law and prophets, that his preach- 
ing gathered the multitudes around him, and that his 
influence was felt even in the palace of Herod ; is not 
Christ above all, the very God? yes, and as He declares 
of Himself, "I receive not witness of man; " yet what 
says He to the Jews regarding John? "Ye sent unto 
John, and he bare witness of the Truth." Is not here 
a great division between John and other men ? Of men 
John was the only one whose witness Christ conde- 
scended to receive, testifying truly and unmistakeably 
that "of them that are bom of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist." 

But, brethren, how do all these things affect you ? 
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are they written merely to excite your wonder and sur- 
prise? Read the words that follow, and judge for 
yourselves : "notwithstanding he that is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he." Do ye marvel 
at this, and think there is some hidden meaning here ^ 
which you have not yet mastered ] Is not this be- 
cause you have forgotten your privileges, and failed to 
use and value them as you ought 1 To each of you, 
and to your children these words are spoken, they are 
true words, and their sense lies upon their surface. 
Are not you members of the kingdom of God, — that 
kingdom which John preached as at hand, and which 
was completed and set up when the descent of the 
Holy Spirit sealed the death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion of Christ as the only foundations of hope for 
every living being ? If ye are members of this king- 
dom, then are ye greater each of you than John the 
Baptist, — ^greater than him who was the greatest of 
those bom of women. But how is this? for it is 
written "the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
greater than he." Who is the least of you here as 
measured by these words? Is it the poorest? is it the 
most despised? is it he who takes the lowest seat? nay, 
these terms speak of man^$ measure and judgment, but 
it is the measure and judgment of God we are now dis- 
cussing. Is it then the least righteous? is it the most 
profligate and openly sinful? the scomer, the scoffer, 
or he who though presenting his body in the ordinances 
of God has his mind least settled upon the God of 
those ordinances ? We think our Saviour constitutes 
1X0 comparison between men such as these, and the 
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chosen Herald of His coming. Such men have denied 
the faith, are trying all their life long to believe a lie, 
while their sonls are feeding on dust and ashes, the 
elements of destruction. But it is not as to character 
and holiness that a comparison is here made between 
John and Christians, but as to. privileges ; stiU, if our 
heaven-bom privileges be greater than John's, higher, 
nobler, purer, should be our characters likewise. But 
does it startle you still to be told that the least privi- 
leged among you, the most ignorant, is greater than 
John the Baptist 1 Yet the fact remains ; you have 
more talents committed to your charge than ever he 
had; you have more light than ever he enjoyed. 
Take care lest these talents be the chief witnesses 
against you at the bar of Grod, and this light 
only discover then how wilfully dark you are keeping 
your souls now. John was greater than kings and 
prophets, but you are greater than John. Kings and 
prophets prepared his coming, but he was only the 
servant of that Saviour who calls you His sons and 
daughters. Why did kings and prophets speak 1 was 
it to John alone that they looked] they told glorious 
things of Christ, but was He their ultimate object? 
Did John arise for his own sake] but you will say he 
came as Herald of the Saviour. But did the Saviour 
then come for His own sake ? Was it not for you, for 
your salvation that He came, died, rose again and 
ascended? A new era began with Him, and John 
Hved not in this ; but you live in it, and are partakers 
of aU the high privileges which He obtained for men, 
and which, it is probable, John, highly favoured as he 
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was, knew not accurately till the axe of Herod brought 
him to the throne of God. John was as a lamp, but 
ye live in the light of the Sun; John was the 
morning-star, quenched before that Sun was far above 
the horizon; but ye live under its quickening rays now 
on the meridian. John^ represented the first temple, 
and brought the law and the prophets into himself, 
but are not ye the third temple, and are not all of 
you the temples of the Holy Ghost? The first temple 
was destroyed, and the embodiment of the Law and 
the prophets faded away, but the last Temple shall 
endure for ever, and ye, if ye live up to your holy 
calling, shall sparkle in that temple as gems for ever- 
more. John's birth was a wonderful one, and the 
signs attending it great ; but it was all to minister to 
your salvation, and it is recorded to increase your 
faith. If you want to know the birth of the Christian 
world, read of the death, the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, and their attendant signs, and mark the ex- 
ceeding greatness of that birtL And remember, ye 
have been baptized into that glorious kingdom. Yes, 
John had indeed the honor of leading the Saviour to 
Baptism, of seeing heaven opened, and of hearing the 
voice of the Father, but this did not admit him 
into the Christian dispensation; he was never bom 
into that kingdom, and accordingly partook of none of 
its privileges. He stood at the door of Christianity, 
but he was not allowed to enter; he pointed out the 
King, but he received none of His gifts ; he was as 
porter at the gate, but ye are the family within those 
gates, to whom the King, and Saviour, and Brother, has 



THE GREATNESS OP JOHN BAPTIST. 29 

opened His gifts, on whom He lias bestowed caresses, 
and Wlio now tells you tliat your Father and His has 
been entreated for you, and that He is the hearer of 
the love which He has procured. High privileges we 
expect those to be which are greater than the privileges 
of John the Baptist; but are they not here, brethren? 
and are they not yours? yes, the privileges of each of 
you — ^the high privileges of the least among you? John 
possessed no Gospel such as you hold in your hands. 
John heard no message such as each Sunday delivers 
to you. Life and immortality were not brought to 
light in his day; no feast of love, of communion 
with heaven, and fellowship with each other was ad- 
ministered in his day. He saw tiie day of Christ and 
was glad; but how would he have rejoiced to have 
lived in our day. He would not have thought of his 
baptism as an unmeaning sight; his ears would not 
have been heavy at the sound of the Gospel; his 
prayers would have been no lipservice; that table 
would have been to him the table of the Lord; to be 
debarred from it would have been the cause of real 
sorrow, to communicate would have been the spring of 
real joy ; his religion would have been not an attempt 
to steer clear of Hell, but a delightful realization of the 
constant presence of God here, with a lively hope of 
an eternal life with him hereafter. Could John come 
among us now, he would tell us how infinitely our 
privileges exceed his, and how much greater than him- 
self is the least educated, the possessor of the fewest 
opportunities of improvement among us, in the gift of 
a Gospel of Jesus and the ministrations of His 
Church. 
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Think, brethren, of these your privileges, and may 
Grod give each of you grace to esteem them more, and 
to use and improve them as your interest and your duty 
require. You have possessed them long, and perhaps 
undervalue them, but they are still the gifts of God. 
You may have forgotten them, but they still remain, 
and must remain to each of you, if not a savour of 
life unto Ufe, then a savour of death unto death ; they 
cannot be undervalued long, they cannot be forgotten 
long — "for He cometh, for He cometL" 
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selfishness, where darkness reigned. The hearts of 
His people are the pathway of the King of all the 
earth, and it is through them that He desires His 
Spirit to have free progress. When all nature ex- 
pected His coming, and all flesh waited for His sal- 
vation, a warning was sent forth that all might be 
ready to receive Him: the Bridegroom cometh — ^let 
the Church go out to meet Him : "hft up your heads, 
O ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and 
the king of glory shall come in." But not to an 
earthly or earth-bmlt temple was our God to arrive; it 
was a temple composed of the hearts of His creatures 
that He was now about to found, and to each of the 
living stones of such a temple was the message to be 
delivered: Prepare yourselves and make you ready 
for the entrance of your king, for He desires to dwell 
in you for ever. " Lift up your heads, ye everlasting 
doors" ; behold the Sun of Righteousness is rising in 
the heavens, open wide your portals that He may 
enter in and fill His chosen house. Very great must 
surely be the Herald to proclaim such tidings to a 
fallen world. Yes, very great : he was such a man 
(as a man) as the world never saw before, and shall 
never see again. He who was the Voice to proclaim 
the advent of the Divine Word must have Heaven's 
choicest gifts ; and he who was the Lamp preceding the 
Light — the Morning-star ushering in the Sun — ^must 
show clearly the commission of Him who sent him. 
Now observe, John was in outward circumstances 
not unworthy of Him whom he represented. His 
birth filled the prophet's mouth 400 years before 
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his coming; decayed nature was revived in Zacharias 
and Elizabeth so that they became his parents; by 
Jordan he stood the baptizer of the Holy One of God^ 
the Holy Spirit sealing his mfliistrations, and the 
Father's voice declaring His pleasure therein. Weighty 
credentials these, and such as only the forerunner of the 
Christ could show; very great was John — so great 
that Christ HimseK declared of those bom of women 
none greater hath arisen. But John needed more than 
outward circumstances of greatness; he had indeed a 
work to do which needed the display of the power of 
God. HimseK the last prophet of the Law given on 
Sinai, and the Lawgiver that Jacob foretold should arise 
from between the feet of Judah, he was allowed to 
point out and baptize the Messiah which all former 
prophets saw dimly and in the distance. But more 
than all this was needed in the Herald of Christianity. 
He who was to usher in Him, whose name was Good, 
and the object of whoso coming was to renew and restore 
all things, had need oi goodness to attract and convince a 
wayward generation, and to draw them to the full beauty 
of the Sun of Eighteousness. John had need of holiness 
to give effect to his preaching : — but had he this holi- 
ness 1 In answering this question let us answer the ques- 
tions which our Lord (in the text) put to the multitudes 
concerning John; and may the effects which He 
wished to produce on them, viz : to excite them to 
imitate John's conduct, and to shape their character 
according to his pattern, be produced in us. 

" What went ye out," asks Jesus of the multitude — 
"what went ye out for to see 1 " What ! was it merely a 
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reed shaken with the wind 1 " But what went ye out for 
to see 1 Was it a man clothed in soft raiment ? 
Behold, they who are georgeously apparelled, and live 
delicately, are in kiiigs' courts. But what went ye out 
for to see ] Was it a prophet 1 Yea, I say unto you, 
and much more than a prophet." He puts a question 
to the people's conscience and feelings; it was a many 
sided question. Why did ye run into the wilderness 
when John was there 1 How was it that the Holy 
City became insufficient for you, and the temple 
services were at a discount ! What was the attraction 
which the wilderness offered 1 Was it mere curiosity? 
or was it because John was there proclaiming what 
your ears longed to hear and your souls to receive? 
Jesus knew that this last was the real reason. But 
He puts another side of the question. Did ye run 
to the wilderness as worldly, ambitious men, to fawn 
upon some king and obtain his favor? Nay, John's 
dress and food forbad this conclusion. Dressed, like 
a Bedouin Arab of the present day, and living on the 
locusts and wild honey afforded by .the. desert, he had no 
luxuries, no temporal advantages to offiar to his followers. 
But why then did men fqllow him ? Did ;they esteem 
In'm a prophet 1 But they had had prophets before, yet 
none drew multitude^ around them as this man did. 
And what then was the attraction? See, they came, 
they heard, they were fascinated; many were conmnced. 
It was not his birth, for many were ignorant of it 
altogether; it was not any gilding and glitter in his 
message : nay, that message was a stem reproof, and 
a thing hard to bear, galling to the pride of a chosen 
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nation, the seed of Abraham, the friend of God. But 
why then did they come? Jesus brings the searching 
question home to them. They came because they 
felt an influence— one above human— which drew 
them; the grace exhibited in John's character and 
demeanour told them unerringly that he had a message 
from God to them. This made the otherwise un- 
palatable message heard and obeyed. It was the 
inner light of the Lamp shining outwardly with ex- 
celling splendour; it was the realization of a godly 
character that attracted Jerusalem into the wilderness. 
And what was the Baptist's character? It was just 
such an one as the world is slow to follow itseK, but 
which it is irresistibly drawn to admire in another. 
The fickle man Mid the sycophant think it a very in- 
convenient character, and he who is always asking 
what is convenient rather than what is right deems it 
folly. The worldly spirit is puffed up; but John, 
knowing himself and whose servant he was, and with 
how great infirmiiiy he was encompassed, was meek, 
lowly, and self-abased. When men flocked round 
biTTi^ he grasped at no honor which was not his 1 '' I am 
not the Chnst," he at once declared: ^'He that cometh 
after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I 
am not worthy to unloose." No spirit of jealousy ever 
successfully wooed him; He knew himself thoroughly, 
and this knowledge he niade known; — "I am the 
Yoice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the 
way of the Lord." But look further how the worldly 
oharacter seeks to work out its ends. It asks not 
what is right, but what will best advance its wishes. 
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and has its lesson to us, that if we would do our 
duties in life, whether week-day or Sunday duties, 
whether secular or religious, we must seek God 
often and earnestly — ^must wait on Him and live in 
His presence, drinking in His light and blessing. 
But if we say that John's mode of life freed him 
from temptation, we make a great mistake. Nay, he 
had in that wilderness to battle with a temptation 
which you and I are weak to repeL Man's spirit is 
ever restless ; it longs to be "up and doing"; to "sit 
still" is as a fire consuming the vitals. Well then, 
whatever temptations John avoided in the wilderness, 
he had to contend with that restlessness and impatience 
which is pointed out in the text in the expression " a 
reed shaken by the wind." As he saw his countrymen 
sunk in sin, and as he knew his own birth and calling, 
he would long that the time should come that he 
should pour forth his message from God to them. His 
nature would call him to action. He listened not; 
he awaited God's call; after thirty years it came; he 
was ready, and obeyed. Having obtained a victory 
over himself, he was fitted to speak with power to 
others. Boldly he opened his voice, and told those 
who esteemed themselves holy to the Lord, that their 
Abrahamic descent was a vain shadow, that they had 
mistaken God's law, perverted His promises, that their 
very worship was abomination to the Most High, and 
that another kingdom was at hand, in which, if they 
repented not, they should have no part. He trumpeted 
forth the fact that a life of holiness and right is the 
only acceptable oblation to God. These are not the 
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woTiLs of an unstable man : snrely John was do reed 
shaken by the wind. Bat John had access to a king^s 
palace, and what was his oondoct there I Was he 
caught by luxury I Did he put off sackdoih for 
purple, and exchange locusts and honey for suinptuoos 
living ? Such things, though undoubtedly temptations 
to some men, were none to John. The fiaee of kings 
could not turn aside from right the senruit of the 
King of kings. Herod was an open sinner; and 
to him John utters the warning ''repent^" as 
clearly as he does to the crowds that in the wilderness 
surround him. He penetrates to the very centre of 
the monarch's home, and rebuking there his strongest 
passion, he says — '' It is not lawful to have thy brother's 
wife.'' Here was no fawner on princes, no palhator of 
men's sins because of men's gifts. John saw in that 
palace the sin that his soul abhorred and his commission 
condemned : he asked not what was convenient, nor 
what was expedienty but what was right ; he did it 
unflinchingly, though it transferred his body to a 
dungeon, and his head from thence to a dish.* 

Brethren, we read that Herod "observed" John, 
delighted to hear him and was fascinated with him. 
We don't wonder at it. How exquisite is the sight of 
a finely balanced character, such as that John Biqstist 
displayed ! He walked through the world upright as 
a son of God; he knew no prindple deeper than the 
love of God; he had nothing to do with the galling 
and ever-changing shackles of expediency ; his mission 
was one against sin, and in his life and in his words 

• in A.V. a charger. 



he fulfilled that mission feftrteBsly. The te^ktbif df 
his conduct pointed upward to the throne of ftod, 
€LUd not up and down as the fitoWns or sifliles of m^h 
dictated. He fell down before his God tight humbly ; 
his Saviour's "shoe's latchet he was unworthy to vat- 
looAe"; to Him his whole life looked, htit with Him 6ii 
his side he could defy a selfish world, knd make the 
principle of right to he felt and admired hy the most 
time-serving and vicious of men, though a king on the 
thi^ne. Man could imprison him, but patience could 
endure that. "Whatever i^ done on earth God doeth 
it himself,'' and the seiVant of (Jod must suffer^ Hife< 
will as well as do it : this is true submissiotl. Man 
Odnld kill : John knew this, but still he '^axi unmoved. 
Had worldly policy been applied to eveil in prison, he' 
might have escaped, but it would have been at the' 
sacrifice of principle; he wbuld have stultified his 
message and denied hid Saviour. He faced the ex- 
ecutioner with the conviction — "Thou couldst have 
no power at all against me, except it Were given thee 
from above." * 

!N"ow, brethren, the contemplation of such a character 
as that of John, even in such a narrow and imperfect 
sketch as this, does us good. We gain a renewed 
energy and life, and we take fresh hold of the high 
principle by which we profess always to be guided — 
the principle of right. But undoubtedly the great 
lesson is patient continuance in well-doing, in spite df 
all difficulties. We need to fight against that pro- 
pensity of our weak nature to act from impulse, or 

•John xix. 11. 
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from circumstances ; to be driven hither and thithei^, 
in fact, rather than to do that which is right and true. 
It is a sore trial that of endurance ; it is a hard 
lesson to learn that our strength is sometimes ''to 
sit still," and through evil report as well as good, faith- 
fully to wait on God. Yet it is a needful lesson, and 
if men would but learn it, we should live in a happier^ 
holier world. Of how much evil is impatience the 
parent 1 It blinds a man to his own state, as well as to 
the state of others. How much pride does it produce 
and foster? Of how much misguided conduct, and of 
how many angry and searing words is it the spring ? 
And when, by the compulsion of circumstances, a 
reaction sets in, how helpless is the victim of impatience 
left ! When impatience has led him into mistakes, 
what can he do ? Having no firm principle to stand 
on, he now descends to an abject meanness of ^ spirit, 
equal to the pride and haughtiness wliich formerly 
possessed him. 

And when not misled by our own spirit^let us 
see that we are not misled by the allurements and 
gifts of men. Herod "observed" John, yet John was 
not flattered into leaving the path of right. He would 
abate not one jot of principle, of duty, of the di- 
rectness of his mission. "Would that all our consciences 
could say that the outward attractions of men and 
things had had as little efiect in loosening us from 
Christ and His service ! Terrible is the case of him 
who uses his earthly possessions or powers to turn 
another to wrong ; but have we no fortitude, like the 
Baptist, to rebuke and refuse temptation ? Will not 
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God protect His own 1 Have we no firmer faith than 
to suppose that real loss can come on us if we do 
Christ's wiU ? Do we realize no Providence watching, 
no heavenly care protecting us, as we put into practice 
the words we profess — "I wiU turn neither to the right 
hand nor to the left in keeping thy commandments ? " 
Have faith, brethren ; don't talk so much about it, but 
have it, and when temptation &om without or fronb 
your own spirit attacks you, ask only what is right ; and 
do it in the name and in the power of God, And in 
putting on this steadfastness of mind. (a terrible want, 
I am afraid, among professing Christians), not to our- 
selves but to others also we shall be enabled to do our 
duty. We are *' the salt>" we are " the light " of the 
world ; where is the evidence of all this? The evidence 
^hovM be in our daily Hfe ; our daily duties are tools 
in God's hand for this purpose, and this is their 
highest end. K we view not our daily life thus, we 
view it wrongly, and we rob many of a practical 
preaching of a living Christianity. Kot in devotion 
alone are we to serve God ; neither by words of exhorta- 
tion to others. Both these are good, but we want the 
living J consigtenty Christian character as the truest ^ewel 
and, in part, the resiUty of these. God and Satan are 
ever with us in daQy life. Is it expediency, or interest 
that we follow, or do we only ask for the right % 
What ! are we a&aid of the right % Does it threaten 
to entail annoyance and loss > And besides, is it so 
different from what others do! Ah, it is to those 
others that you and I are set as examples, as warnings 
as attractioiiB to Christ. Do we slmiik from our duty t 
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Xiien we are i^one of Christ'9. Bight bj ohanoe wou't 
^Q, neither right sometimes; it must perhaps be 
proved by dj^&oulties £^d losses, before we kuo w it to 
be right at ^ Ah, if you and I are Christians, we 
^lust 4q our wor](: in preparing the world to receive 
Hi^n ; we must be no reedd shaken by the wind ; no 
j^tterers or toleratcurs of sin, no mere livers in ease and 
Ji^^cury. Th^ 9^rva»t is not above hiaf m.aster : righl^ 
^x pur c^i^e m in H^ 9iust often be proved, and we„ 
IliJce, Him, i^ust \^ w4e perfeQt by suffering. 



LECTURE IV. 



THE PBEACHIKO OF JOHN BAPTIST. 

Matt. iii. 7» 8. 

^Bni wheat he aaw maiij of the Fhariaees and Saddoeees 
come W his baptUm, he aaid unto them^ gentntioii of 
Tipen^ who hath warned yon to flee from the wrath to 
come P Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.*' 

In fonni^r Leetiureft we have been pondciing the life of 
Joibu Baptist, the great forenuiner of our LonL We 
have gathered together the eigns and outward phvi- 
leges granted to him : we have beheld his greatness. 
We have also scani^ his mode of living, and his holy 
bearing and cosLversation : ve have seen his goodness^ 
We now approach his high mission : he was sent as a 
preacher of repentance to the peopla All that we 
have seen of hnn was preparatory to the success of 
his stem, uneom{»x)mising; and diflicult ministiy,. Ha 
y^ sent to the Jews^ then fallen £ur Stom, righteoosr- 
ne83. He eame to a '^generation of vipers," as he 
himself calk them, and at his coming he unflinchingly 
t^Us them that wrath is the portion they have pre- 
pared for themselves. Now the same expression, 
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"generation of vipers," is used by the Saviour regard- 
ing these Jews ttoice* and if it were possible that the 
prophet of the Highest should use a stronger expres- 
sion than the fact deserved, the Highest Himself surely 
is unerring. "0 generation of vipers," says He, "how 
can ye, being evil, speak good things V* and " how can 
ye escape the damnation of heU? " Strong is the ex- 
pression. It tells of a heart estranged &om God, 
though outwardly fair in pharisaic show, ever full of 
writhings and twistings to hide its own ugliness, full 
of poison and deception too towards those it meets. 
John preaches **Kepent"; "Eepent," he cries with no 
uncertain voice. He was a bold man so to do ; it was 
an exhortation most galling to Jewish pride, one likely 
to call forth the venom of the serpent toward him- 
seK, and to put his very life in jeopardy. He needed 
the remembrance of all the wonderful things which 
the prophets had said concerning him, and of aU the 
signs of his birth, to bear him up and assure him that 
God was with him. But very applicable to the Jews 
was the expression "generation of vipers," when John 
appeared. Satan had indeed bound them with a triple 
cord. Though outwardly holding the temple services, 
they had fedlen from one wickedness to another. 
They despised God's honor, and sought it of them- 
selves. To be called Eabbi and to have the chief 
places at feasts, was their ambition. While making 
long prayers in public (to be seen of men), they 
devoured widows' houses, and practised extortion and 
excess. They neglected the word of God and set up 

• Matt. xiL 34 ; xxiii. 3d. 
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tradition. They made broad their phylacteries * and 

superstitiously trusted in them. The nation was split 

into sects, whence arose hatred and illwilL One sect 

lived on despising others; another on a denial of a 

resurrection; and another by an ascetic life in the 

wilderness. Morality was set at naught, and murder 

and adultery were committed by the king on the 

throne. As for the poor and the working classes, they 

were kept in ignorance, and then, hecattse they were 

ignoranty they were looked on as accursed. Kothing 

remained but a bare name; they boasted that they 

were the descendants of Abraham, and consequently the 

heritage of God. Now to such a people — ^to such a 

" generation of vipers " — John came with the message 

of repentance. It was a most dangerous, difficult, and 

delicate mission to any nation, under any circumstances, 

but in such a nation as that we have described, our 

wonder is how such a prophet as John could arise. 

John was himself a Jew, bom of pious parents truly, 

but in an age of deep corruption, how shall anyone free 

himseK from all the prejudices of his age? In his 

education (if indeed he received any of it under man) 

the prejudices and spiritual pride of his nation were 

likely to be imbibed. what difficulties would he 

have to overcome in himself before he thoroughly 

* The phylactery was composed of strips of parchment 
inscribed with certain passages from Scriptnre, enclosed in a 
small leather box, and worn either on the forehead or on the 
left arm near the heart. It was supposed to remind the 
wearer of the Law, but was really considered as a charm 
against evil inflaences. It came into use from an absurdly 
literal rendering of Deut. ti. 8. 
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appreciated the* message of repentance, or was fit to 
deliver it to others ! True, it is written the Holy- 
Ghost was upon him, but God forces no man into His 
service, and though the Spirit was powerful to lead him 
into all the truth, yet the motions of the Spirit must 
be cherished, or the light which man needs will not 
be vouchsafed. Now, in such a preparation were not 
Malachi's words often recalled to repress the pride of 
nation within him ? Oft, doubtless, were th6 signs at 
his birth meditated on, and oft would they give hiiyt 
comfort and heart for his work. And when he had 
entered on his ministry, and was uttering in his simple, 
ffearless, God-fearing way, "Repent, repent!" it wad a 
noble heart we think that supported him in the midst 
of that generation of vipers. But what nerved and 
strung that heart ? Surely the remembrance of how 
great things God had done for him told him the 
assurance that they who trust in God shall never be 
confounded, and that they that do His work shall taste 
of His strength. 

But now let us enquire of the message which John 
was commissioned to deliver to this generation of 
vipers. What was it? It was, "Repent — ^repent!" 
Now "Repent " is a word that is often on the preacher's 
lips ; in private and in public we hear it utterfed by 
those who desire to convert a sinner from the error of 
his ways, and it is echoed by the sinner himself. But 
what is repentance 1 Is it a confession of sin % But 
may there not be a confession of sin without any con- 
viction of it — a confession of sin in general, of that 
undefined enemy of mankind, which all are talking 
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about, and but few understand, without any due 
apprehension of any particular sins, nay, together with 
a repudiation of the .charge of every particular one? 
It is reckoned a badge of superior pid)y in some 
societies to talk largely of the sinfulness of the worlds 
of the degeneracy of men, and of their forgetfulneas of 
God, in a tone of deep regret, but it is too often coupled 
with a perfect satisfaction in the peoson uttering theso 
regrets that he is not of the world. AU his sins are 
only weaknesses, — ^if indeed he has any of them. But 
perhaps (and this is very common) such a person will 
rail against his own nature, and describe humanity in 
nvely colors as utterly depraved. This is his idea of 
exalting God. But now for the test. Does such a 
person confess single faults % Is he humbled by themf 
And does he set himself diligently to work to amend 
his life, to watch for sin, and to check it at once % 
Ahf is there not a leaven of spiritual pride among us, in 
sinking our nature so utterly, and deteirmining that 
nothing good shall be said of us ? It savours rather, I 
think, of magnifying the grace of God at the expense 
of the gifts of God. This is not scriptural Repentance. 
But is Eepentance believing in God % " Eepent and 
believe," as they are often classed together, are thought 
to be explanations of each other. But is there not a 
belief which is merely an assent that there is a God — 
that Jesus is a Saviour— that the Bible tells of various 
ceremonies by which men shall be saved 9 And is this 
Repentance 3 Have I approached the true definition 
of Repentance in anything I have said? i^ay, had 
Repentance been nothing more than any or aU of these 

G 
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things, Jolm would have needed few Divine privileges, 
for a smaU amount even of character would have 
sufficed for his mission. He need not have feared to 
stand up before a " generation of vipers " and preach 
such Eepentance, for such views of Eepentance they 
would have listened to gladly and applauded. There 
was nothing unpalatable in the call to confess sins : 
they all agreed the world was held under sin. They had 
no objection to baptism with water : that element was 
one of cleansing, and in the washings of hands, cups, 
and vessels they held that they could obtain spiritual 
cleansing. They had no objection to sorrow for sin : 
did not all their ceremonies, multiplied abundantly, 
prove this sorrow 1 Did they not show a sense of the 
world's sin in despising the unlearned, and in con- 
demning the heathen? They had no objection to 
belief being Repentance : were they not God's chosen 
people, with God's word in their hands? Did they 
not mortify the flesh, and follow even more things than 
that word appointed ? And as for zeal, did not their 
lives of studied ceremony show what a burning zeal 
they had for God's honor? And was all this 
Repentance? — ^the repentance which John preached? 
If so, why was John sent ? for the Jews wanted no 
preparation for the Saviour. But this was not the 
preparation for Christ ; this was not Repentance. This 
was aU on the outside^ but repentance is from mtkin. 
The Repentance which John preached condemned most 
of these things, and lowered the rest to their proper 
subordinate position. What then was John's message 
of Repentance ? It was change of heart ; this was the 
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burden indeed of the Law and the prophets, but the 
Jews had tried changes of every sort but this. He 
bids the haughty Jews enquire how their reUgion 
worked for this end, and exhibited this change. Did 
their traditions and washings advance one step to 
compass this end ? These things had been exalted, and 
so abased; they were merely in nature and aim worldly. 
" Give me thy heart, my son,'* said God, but the Jews 
preferred to give Him their own inventions ; " Holiness 
to the Lord " was the desire of God concerning them, 
but they had made the Word of God of none eflfect 
through tradition, and the jewel of all religion — 
change of heart — ^was buried in a mass of rubbish. 
John came to dig out the jewel, and to declare the end 
of the Law and prophets as holiness of life. This was 
the necessary preparation for the reception of Messiah. 
But if John declared that a religion of man's invention 
could never work change of heart and purity of living, 
he referred them to themselves for a proof of it. Their 
religion had produced the haughty Pharisee, the un- 
believing Sadducee, the lonely, wildemess-dweUing 
Essene, and the worldly Herodian. These all cordially 
hated each other, despised their ignorant brethren* 
cursed the heathen, and tolerated and flattered the 
murderer, the adulterer, and the incestuous person. 
Was all this an evidence of change of heart ? Was 
this the fruit of God's word ? "Kepent" was the death- 
knell of all the past in Jewish life and practice ; it 
probed deep into domestic, social, and religious life ; it 
was a message fit to make the carnal mind indignant, 
exasperated, and rebellious. It needed truly the signs 
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of a Baptist to support him who preached it ; it needed 
the character* of a Baptist to make his message heard ; 
for John^ we must remember, was enabled to perform 
no miracle to attest his mission. 

But John's message was more than a negative one. 
It did not only strip the. hearer of his filthy rags and 
dissipate his delirium, but it ^as intended to clothe 
him in his right mind. John came to bear witness of • 
the light. So far as the Jew followed the customs of 
men and their sayings, he wandered in darkness ; John 
desired to lead him to the Word of God, the fountain 
of the soul's life. He pointed out to him the Messiah, 
but he opened his eyes to see Him not as narrowed to 
ft "King of the Jews** but as the "Light of the world" 
He referred i^e Israelite to that Word, not as shutting 
up its Author to any one nation, but as displaying Him 
the Father of all nations, sending forth His Son, the 
desire of all nations; and he pointed to a time when 
"the glory of the Lord should cover the earth as the 
waters cover the sea, and when His Spirit should be 
poured on all flesh. This struck at the root of Jewish 
pride, and, while it showed the expanse of the loving- 
kindness of God, opened to the eyes of the astonished 
Jews the fact l^at all men are God's care^ and that all 
are brethren. While then Eepentance abolished the 
trust in washings and ceremonies, and put in their 
place change of heart and holiness of life, it broke 
down the barriers between man and man, and inculcated 
the truth, that the fruits of Repentance are to "love 
as brethren,'* '*to be pitiful and courteous to all,'* to 
"visit the fatherless and widows in' the time of afflic- 
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tion" and for each and every one to "keep himself 
unspotted from the world." This is the true proof 
that any one is Abraham*s seed; this is the light of 
Scripture; and to this John eame to bear witness. 

But there is another light besides that of Scripture — 
a light within every man's bosom. Call it conscience 
— call it what you like — it is a light from God*s 
throne, and is a continual protest against evil and 
a continual disposer to good. In every man there 
is a conscience; it is the light which "lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.'' But this conscience 
may be deadened; in the Jew it was low and flicker- 
ing, and this gives point to the question of the 
Baptist to the Pharisees and Sadducees who came to 
his baptism — ^"Who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come 1" John came to arouse this conscience ; 
he came to rekindle its dying embers, and to bear wit- 
ness that, though crushed, it was yet alive ; he came 
to arouse it to vigor to prepare men for the coming of 
Him from whom the light both of Scripture and of 
conscience emanate, that from the change wrought in 
them by cherishing these partial rays, they might joy- 
fully welcome the Son of Bighteousness coming 
HimseK in person. 

Brethren, we might dwell long on this interesting 
subject^ but the custom of our services forbida. To 
those who have listened to me throughout, no appli- 
cation, I am sure, is needed of John's message to their 
case. You have not, I am satisfied, been thinking of 
the Jew all this time : if you have, the case of your 
own souls must indeed be of little concern to you. 
You have not been employed merely in condemning the 
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Jew for liis sins and follies : if you have, this is but 
a poor mark of repentance — of change of heart in 
yourselves, and is a sign that you need a Baptist's 
message, backed by more than a Baptist's power, to be 
preached to you. But do not any of you need Ee- 
pentance ? Consider your divisions, your jealousies, your 
animosities. See how much of your religion, private as 
well as public, in the closet as in the Church, is 
because a sort of tradition requires it. How little is 
there in it of that earnest desire after the image of 
God, which alone can make your prayers and praises 
ought but. empty sounds ! What evidence is there in 
your lives, in your bearing to your fellows, however 
misled, however ignorant, that your heart confesses 
God as your Father, and all men as your brethren? 
Where is that veneration for Scripture which lies in 
Us use, and in obedience to its words ? And how bums 
the light implanted within each of you — ^the holy 
light of conscience ? Does it bear witness to your 
sins, and beckon you to Christ ? Or is it silent now 
because it has been silenced long ago ? Let the call 
to repentance arouse it again to plead within you for 
God, to assure you that you were created for better and 
higher things than the beggarly elements of the 
world; and may the testimony in your hearts and in 
your ears be so listened to and improved, that you 
may joyfully and thankfully receive that message — 
" Behold the Lamb of God which taJcetk away the sins 
of the world," and become daily more fitted for that 
tremendous day when you shall arise from the dust 
of death new-bom after His likeness, to enjoy His 
presence for ever, "for he oometh — for he oombth." 



LECTURE V. 

BEHOLD THE LAMB OP GOD. 

John i. 29. 

** The next day John eeeth Jesus coming anto him, and saith, 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." 

Luke ii. 7. 

** And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger ; because 
there was no room for them in the inn/' 

We continue to-day, in order to conclude, the sketch of 
the life of John Baptist, which has occupied our atten- 
tion during the whole of Advent season. The first part of 
the text displays the climax of John's mission — ^to point 
out to the world Him who was to take away the sins of 
which he, John, had warned it to repent : " Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the 
world." Now we will first examine these words as 
spoken by John to his own generation, and mark their 
import ; and secondly, we will view them as addressed 
to us and to all generations, and ask what information 
the circumstances of Jesus' birth give of the nature 
of His mission. 
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I. First then, in tlie words we behold the 
chief glory of John's mission. They are words 
without which, indeed, the greatness of John would 
have heen an empty flash, the character of John 
without its chief nobility, and the preaching of John 
without point. "Kepent" would have looked to no 
end, had not the message " Behold the Lamb of God !" 
followed on its heels. Repentance shows us our sins 
indeed, but this is humiliating and depressing ; it 
creates a loathing, and abhorrence of ourselves, and 
tells us that God is offended, but . it is silent as to 
any intercessor for us. It tells of privileges wasted 
and abused, of deafness to the call, and deadness 
to the joys, of Heaven ; it shows us for how much 
better things we were created and fitted ; but it says 
nothing how we shall regain our lost estate of inno- 
cence — how our past sins shall be forgiven — ^how God 
shall be reconciled, and our future life ordered aright. 
Repentance may indeed tear up our sins for the future, 
but it has no message that the past is either forgotten 
or forgiven ; it respects not our entreaty — " Bury the 
dead out of my sight ! " It needed the message 
"Behold the Lamb of God !" to plant in us a well- 
grounded hope that sins would ever be taken away. 
The nearer the disciples of John approached the true 
nature of Repentance, the more they would feel the 
necessity of something beyond this, even the revelation 
of 'the foundation on which the call to repentance rests. 
Anxiously would they wait for such a revelation, little 
knowing that He who should fulfil their joy was so 
near at hand. In that very desert was He whom the 
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world desired. There was One who from His life and 
conversation was held not to need repentance. Yet 
this man one day approaches John, and prays to be 
admitted to baptisnu And what says their master to 
Him? He hesitates, and declares, "I have need to 
be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me 1" How 
are we to read these words ? Did John know Jesus as 
Messiah at that time ? By no means : he says him- 
self in another place that he knew Him not till the 
sign from heaven displayed Him. The expression 
then arose from John's conviction, arising from a 
knowledge of Jesus' life, that that life needed no 
baptism of Repentance. Does Jesus combat the 
declaration) Nay, He answers, ^Suffer it to be so 
now, for" (the reason has reference to others) ''so it 
becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." The Baptist 
suffers Him; He descends into Jordan; He returns 
to the shore, and there, probably like others, prays. 
But see and hear what follows. When before did such 
radiance from Heaven descend to answer prayer and 
consecrate baptism 1 When before did the i^irit of 
God descend in visible form — and that form Peace ? 
And ivhom shall the voice of Jehovah {pronounce " His 
Beloved Son " but Him who shared His love from 
everlasting] Here then at last was He wha could 
make repentance intelligible ; here was the inducement 
to hold it fast Here did the men of that gencoraticm 
find Messiah — ^the imknown God of heathendom — ^the 
Lamb of God of ChFistendom — ^the Glory of Israel— 
the Light of the Gentiles ; Him to whom all the oceans 
of blood of sacrifice from the time of Abel, not only 

H 
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among the Jews, but also among the Grentiles, strove to 
reach, they beheld before them : — " Behold the Lamh 
of God, tchich taketh away the sins of the world /" 
John's mission was fulfilled ; Jesus must increase, but 
he must decrease. As a teacher distinct from Jesus he 
still continues, for if he were to join Jesus, men would 
suspect his testimony to Him. But there is no 
jealousy in his breast ; nay, can man be jealous of 
God 1 Once and again He cries " Behold the Lamb of 
God ! " His work is done ; his race is run ; the 
coming of the ELing must cause the Herald to be 
forgotten ; the Sun must extinguish the Lamp ; when 
men have received the Word, the office of the Voice is 
gone. John fell a victim to the flesh, as His Master 
afterwards was to the world. He had introduced the 
sacrifice for sin, and now he himself falls by sin's 
stroke : Herod kills him for Herodias' sake. So true 
is it — "We're all immortal till our work is done." 

Such is a slight sketch of the first manifestation of the 
Saviour of the world to that world which he came to 
save. Li the baptism of John, He began that work 
which we rejoice in as partakers of its fruits — 
that work which endears His birthday to the world. 
The whole preparation of John, and the end of his 
mission — "Behold the Lamb of God !" illustrate that 
most delightful truth — expansive as the power and love 
of Him who declared it — " God is not willing that any 
should perisL" Here is the glorious fact, which every 
movement of the life of Jesus illustrates. But at the 
present season, when we are directed to the Saviour's 
cradle — when we view Him as a babe of a few days 
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old — when our services bring before us a Galilean 
peasant and his wife travelling to Bethlehem— when a 
stable and a manger are all that the worid can afford the 
infant there bom to it; we may well ask if in these 
things there is any iUustration of this truth—" God's 
desire to save alL" Are we starred when we look the 
account of Jesus* birth full in the face f Does the 
tongue begin to falter, and do misgivings arise within 
us when we couple meanness, poverty, and degradation^ 
beyond what the least among us is called on to endure, 
with the Majesty of Heaven and esurth? Are the 
accounts to be believed 1 Have we ever considered how 
different was the birth of Jesus from that birth which 
we would have planned for our Saviour? Do we 
sometimes wish our Saviour had been bom otherwise — 
in a manner doing less violence to our prejudices, and 
less humbling to our pride? I believe, without 
admitting it to themselves or others, some persons have 
this wisL The manger and stable have no lustre in 
our eyes; they are not great, as men esteem great- 
ness; and thus we are habitually seeking for those 
passages in Jesus* life which countenance our idea of 
greatness. We are conversant with the angels* visits, 
the visions at the baptism and transfiguration ; and at 
this season we would rather speak of the anthem of 
of the heavenly messengers — " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will to men,** than 
tell of the son of a peasant, bom in a stable and 
nursed in a manger. We appreciate the glory of the 
first things, and we think the light of them is reflected 
on us, but the last circumstance tells of poverty, of 
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want, of destitution of worldly advantages ; we try to 
bury it in the rays of heavenly glory which peep 
out in Jesus* life. How shall we receive Him as a 
Saviour and King who is horn thus ? We enquired 
after glory, honor, and dominion, and lo, here is bom a 
Jewish peasant, without a home, without a shelter 
beyond what cattle possess ; He has not even what 
we have, and shall He be able to give us all we 
require? 

Brethren, the son of the carpenter is not such 
a Saviour as you and I would have planned : thank God 
for it ! Had Jesus come to save the great, the rich, the 
proud, then He might have been bom under different 
circumstances. But He came .not to save and teach 
some, but all ; He came to seek and save man, as mariy 
not willing that any should perish — ^to give wisdom to 
all — to be a friend and brother to all — ^to sympathise 
with all — ^to be (as John in our text speaks) **the 
Lamb to take away the sins of all the world." Raise 
your minds above the distinctions you daily observe, 
and say, if all men, from the highest distinction and 
wealth to the meanest poverty, be God's care, where is 
the stumbling-block of the manger ? — say, would any 
other birth have suited the- mission of the universal 
Saviour 1 We want not to behold one side of Good- 
ness, neither many sides, but all ; we want to behold 
• it as it is, higher than the heavens, yet disdaining not 
the lowest depths of earth. Glory is not that which 
illuminates certain things, under certain conditions, but 
everything, always. This is the perfection of glory, 
and the glory of God is perfect Tmth is not that 
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which speaks to some ears, but which comes to all; it 
falls h^Xovf perfect truth, if it falls short of this \ and if 
Clirist be Truth as God, then, as He came to take away 
the sins of the whole world. His message, whether by 
words or acts, must be intelligible and practically use- 
ful, to all. Say then, had Christ's birth been different, 
would it have displayed the Goodness, and the Glory, 
and the Truth of God % Eaise Him one step higher than 
the child of an illiterate peasant, born in a stable, and 
nurtured in a manger, and surrounded by poverty, and 
you fail to show the fall splendour of the attributes of 
Grod, whose Son He was, and you must deprive tens of 
thousands of mankind, who live and die in the lowest 
worldly condition, of the consolations which His birth 
has for alL But Christ came to save all — however poor, 
however illiterate, however despised, neglected, and 
crushed; and He therefore to ok flesh upon Him in such 
a manner as that none could possibly say their case was 
worse than His. Brethren, I ask you to forget for a 
few moments the distinctions of the world around you, 
as incapacitating your minds to weigh calmly the 
message of the season, and I appeal to your conscience 
and to your consciousness of want, to say whether the 
manger of Bethlehem does not answer fully, so as no 
other message could have done, the calls of both. 

You believe God to be Love — ^perfect Love, and your 
God, you are sure, is nothing less : you thirst for this 
love to pass by your transgressions and to comfort 
your hearts ; but had Jesus been bom in a high station 
of life, as some great one of the earth, would your 
idea of a God of love have been satisfied ? Would 
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you not have felt how His coming touched none below 
His own station, and that the poor, the outcast, and 
the wanderer grasped no consolation in the message of 
it 1 Your nature would have told you that the loving 
Grod you aspire after has affection and blessing /(?r all. 
Had our message however at this season risen above 
the stable of Bethlehem, you would have said that the 
sight of abject poverty in the world told you our mes- 
sage did not embrace the whole world, and that Jesus 
was not the manifestation of a God of perfect love. 

Again, brethren, do you not feel that God is, and 
must be, incomparably great. And what is true great- 
ness, but that which is marked by condescension and 
lowliness towards others. This is not the world's 
greatness, but there is no one who does not acknow- 
ledge these as the truest marks of greatness. Beth- 
lehem tells you how great God is. Had Jesus been 
bom more nobly, you would have said, condescension 
here is incomplete, for there are thousands in every 
generation that such a birth cannot reacL But Jesus, 
in His birth, as in His life, made Himself of no 
reputation, and you have a right to confess that the 
perfect condescension of the Babe of Bethlehem pro- 
claims his surpassing and Godlike greatness — ^a great- 
ness which your conscience approves, and the wants of 
your fallen nature require. 

Again, you acknowledge your God to be Wisdom. 
Not the wisdom of the world, but so far above it as to 
appear fooUshness to worldly minds. Your souls ask 
for this wisdom — ^a wisdom telling of salvation — a 
wisdom from above. Does not our observation tell us 
that had man's wisdom been made a condition of 
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eternal life, few would be saved? Had Christ been 
bom of the Pharisees' or Scribes' class, we might have 
mistaken the wisdom which God meant for us in 
Jesus, and have been disheartened by the idea that 
human wisdom was all, but that it was a wisdom to 
which the majority could never attain. But the birth 
of Jesus proclaims, "The fear of the Lord, that is 
wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding.'' 
The illiterate can have this wisdom as well as the 
scholar; "to the poor the Gospel is preached ; " it is 
" with the contrite hearty" in every state and condition 
of life, that God has " promised to dwell" The wis- 
dom of Gk)d is superior to earth's accidents and chancy, 
and is meant for alL Here is the meaning of Christ 
being bom of an illiterate peasant Do ye poor and 
unlearned feel no consolation in this? Do not you 
confess that this is indeed wisdom, and that the 
wisdom which satisfies the hungry soul could in no 
way be so clearly and unmistakeably shown as in 
causing Him who personated it to be bom of an 
illiterate peasant? 

Brethren, in 'what I have said I have shown you 
something of what the accounts of Jesus' birth tell of 
the nature and mission of Him whom John pro- 
claimed as the Lamb of God that takes away the sins 
of the world, and in whom alone you can have light 
and life. There is no offence in the manger; nay, it 
displays the attributes of God in their wonders and 
depth. There is nothing wanting in the manger; nay, 
it is indeed the cradle of the toorld's Mediator, Inter- 
cessor and sacrifice ; none are too low, none too mean 
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for it to embrace; the mission of a Saviour bom in it 
could alone be co-extensive with the whole creation. 

I shall in conclusion ask of you of the bitterest cry 
in every human heart, and of what the birth of Jesus 
says respecting it^ One cry arises from all — ^whatever 
their rank, station, or possessions — ^a cry which the 
bitterness of each heart only knows: "Give us conso- 
lation !'' And is Bethlehem lacking or partial in 
answering this cry? You want not only pardon of your 
sins, but comfort under the crosses, the pains, the 
anxieties of life. You desire a Friend and a Brother, 
and you feel there must be such a person ; that your 
desire was meant to lead you to such an one. You are 
right in your conjecture, and none of us can have 
stood beside a bed of sickness or the bier of death 
without being awfully impressed with the conviction 
that this is the deepest want of a travailing world. 
And does Bethlehem provide no such consoHng 
Brother] The child there bom grew up a "Man of 
sorrows" even to death. And you, my poorer brethren, 
who know what earth's toil and earth's want, and, it 
may be, almost lack of bread, mean, look at the 
manger, and behold Jesus with less comforts than you 
have. And why was this, but that the consolation 
which He brought might embrace you and your 
condition. And He is not dead, nay. He has arisen. 
He is not absent, nay, He knows your wants, and His 
ear is ever open to your prayer. He came ow Man to 
be your Brother — ^your Friend — your Comforter. He 
who when on earth never turned deaf ear to wretch- 
edness, cannot forget now. Think of Him as a 
Brother, and you will think aright; .speak to Him as 
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a Brother, and a Brother's love will comfort you. He 
may not remove all your outward wants; He suffered 
such wants, and it may be your trial to suffer them 
too. But He shall comfort you under them ; the Babe 
of Bethlehem shall comfort you, and shall show you 
that the end of these things is not to harden your 
hearts, but to wean them from the love of the world 
by the miseries of the world. He has shown you by 
the nature of His birth that man may not have where 
to lay his head, and yet be spotless — the Beloved Son 
of God. 

Where is the wretchedness of man that Bethlehem's 
cradle cannot assuage ? The sting of death and the 
victory of the grave, both are gone : " Behold the 
Lamb of Grod ! " But noWy you answer, now I am 
perplexed and grieved. Speak to Him who has borne 
all you bear, and has condescended to all you are ; 
speak to Him who is a Brother born for adversity, and 
who sticketh closer than a brother. " Lo," he declares, 
" I am with you alway " — ^to succour in temptation, to 
strengthen in duty, to guide in perplexity, " even to 
the endJ^ His presence can turn a dark night into a 
night much to be remembered. In all your sor- 
rows behold the babe of Bethlehem, the Lamb of God; 
you can meet nothing which He does not know — 
which He has not suffered — ^which calls not forth His 
sympathetic souL He loves you more solicitously than 
a mother loves her dearest child, and "as one whom 
his mother comforteth, so shall He comfort you." 

THE END. 

WHITLET AND BOOTH, PBIKTEBS, HALITAZ. 



